Hr. Eugene Garfleld

tastiveta for Sclentific information
1122 spring Garden Street
Priladelphia 23, Pennsylvania

Daar Gene:

! just remembered & discussion that quite concelvably may have
been the Item that first reminded me of your paper on SC! fiva years
ago. At a driefing of the Genetics Study Section at the NiH, there
was some discussion of an evaluation study that ths NiH adninistration
was Interestad in making to evaluats the actual impact of NIH support
for blological and medical ressarch in this country. The NIH administration
wes consldering a number of rather fancy and Inafficlent schemes for
doing this. |t should take little Imagination to sae how 3C] could
accemplish the purposa at a negligible additlonal cost. In the first
place the type of acknowledged support with more or less datall could
be one of the keys in the index. Perhaps even more Important, a'ong
Iines you have :lready strassed, the impact of HIH supported work
could be measured In terms of the fraquency of citation to it. 1 have
little doubt thot in one generation you would resch an impact flgure
of parhaps S9% but It probably would help the NIH vary much in Its
prasentation to Congress if It could document a statement of this
kind. | hava the impression that tha NiH was consldering spending
rather wore money for this boondoggle than It would take to support
SCI properly so thls may be a tack well worth mentioning. | suggsst
that you bring up the point with Dr. Wilson If there Is a congenlal
opportunity as It may well represent another laver for obtaining
Fedaral support. Quite serlously with so many agencies anxious to
know Just what thelr real effect Is, a quantltative measure such
as SCI would very readily furnish would be a very valuable tool
for them,

Yours sincerely,

Joshua Lederberg
Professor of Genatics



